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Seminars to teach success 


photo by Bert Fite 

Despite a week of cold and rain, students brave weather in pursuit of knowledge as semester 
begins. 


“Everybody has the potential to be 
somebody/’ TRiO Coordinator Donna 
Kachlik said. Kachlik is an optimistic 
woman, who radiates a certain kind¬ 
ness and eagerness to help. She applies 
these qualities through TRiO, a nation¬ 
wide federally-funded program directed 
toward helping first generation college 
students, with financial and educational 
needs, overcome barriers. While TRiO, 
on the third floor of the Rogers Student 
Center, only has the capacity for 200 
members, they offer seminars to help 
many students. The seminars teach 
how to manage time, money and the 
essentials for transferring to a four-year 
university. Kachlik believes that by 
offering seminars to all TJC students. 


31 nurses graduate in ceremony 


By Casie Moreland 
Page Editor 

Nurses were presented associate de¬ 
grees in a pinning ceremony Dec. 12. 

The 31 candidates, their families and 
guests were welcomed by TJC Presi¬ 
dent Dr. William R. Crowe and Nursing 
Department Chair Dr. Lylith Nicholson 
who certified the class as eligible for 
degrees. 

Pamela Lake, associate degree nurs¬ 


ing instructor, presented the candidates 
who recited the Nightingale pledge af¬ 
ter they received their nurses’ pins from 
Patricia Cryer, associate degree nursing 
instructor. 

Students earning degrees are: 
Chistine Bouwer, Eric Brands, Christy 
Bryand,Michael Frost, Monica Gifford, 
Fiorina Gomez, Sondra Gutierrez, 
Rhonda Hardin, Brandi Holcomb and 
Cassandra Howard. 


Others include: Angela Ives, Sophia 
Jones, Philip LeBarron, Jana Linscott, 
Andrea Manry, Peggy Milboum, John 
Mimier, Barbara Mundt, Paul Oney and 
Diane Pennock. 

Others are: Tina Pritchett, Jessica 
Ramirez, James Sanders, Jennifer 
Sheets, Cori Smith, Kristen Smith, Tasha 
Sowels, Becky Swearingen, Judy 
Weedman, D’Ann Whitton and Tanya 
Wyatt. 


TRiO can aid more people than their 
normal membership allows. More than 
20 seminars and lectures are planned 
on nine subjects this semester. All are 
free, but students must register in ad¬ 
vance to attend. 

February seminars include: 

College Success Seminar 

Tuesday, Feb. 10, 1-2:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 12, 2:30-4 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 17, 5:30-7 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 20, 2-3:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 26, 4:30-6 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 27, 3-4:30 p.m.. 

College Transfer Workshop 

Tuesday, Feb. 17, 10-11 a.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 18, 3-4 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 19,3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Scholarship Application 

Thursday, Feb. 19, 5-6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 24, 3-4 p.m. 

Stress Management 

Wednesday, Feb. 4, 3-4 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 5, 5-6 p.m. 

Other Seminars this semester in¬ 
clude professional Image, a three-part 
Money Management seminar and Con¬ 
flict Resolution and Anger Manage¬ 
ment workshops. 

For dates, times, registration and 
locations call 903-510-2621. 


Students share best, worst experiences of first week 


The campus is alive again at TJC 
and with every new semester comes 
new faces and new experiences. 
Whether it's getting lost on the first day 
of classes, being late for class because 
of limited parking or getting a raise at 
work, the experiences students have- 
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whether good or bad- can either make 
or break their semester. 

Herbert Hay ter, 20, has always 
lived in Tyler. A sophomore, he majors 
in criminal justice and shares an apart¬ 
ment with his brother. Scholarships 
have allowed him to go to college with¬ 
out stress over money to pay tuition. 
For spending money, Hayter works at 
Southside Bank where he was recently 
promoted to assistant manager of the 
South Broadway Motor Bank. This 
allowed him to move out on his own for 
the first time since high school. Hayter 
said the worst thing for him was having 
to come back to school and not being 
able to work as many hours. 

LatonyaMckellan, 17, a native from 
Tyler majors in sonography and lives 
with her parents, who pay for her col¬ 
lege. She does not work, which gives 
her more time to study. Mckellan said 
the best thing that happened to her 
recently was going to the movies with 
her friends after a week of getting in the 
routine of going back to school. The 
worst thing was getting a cold and 
losing her voice. 

MarkUzzell, 18,fromTyler,isonly 
taking a few hours at TJC right now, 
but he also attends the University of 
Texas at Tyler. The general studies 


major lives in Tyler with his parents 
who help him pay for college. 

Uzzell said. The best thing that hap¬ 
pened to him recently was getting asked 
to play golf for UTT. He said that 
nothing bad has happened. 

Paramedic major Corey Griffin, 21, 
from Holiday, Fla. lives in an apart¬ 
ment in Tyler. Her parents aid her with 
funding for college. The best thing that 
happened to her recently was spending 
time with friends in Peru. 

General studies major Kelsey Mann, 
18, from Alba lives in an apartment in 
Tyler. She pays for college with schol¬ 
arships and works 20 hours a week at 
Papacita's Restaurant. She had no prob¬ 
lems finding classes, but says that some¬ 
thing should be done abou the parking. 
The best thing that happened to her was 
having free lunch with a friend. The 
worst thing was recie ving her cell phone 
bill in the mail. 

Education major Kenny Rigsby, 22, 
from Lindale, said the best thing was 
that he got a new Saturn. 

Jeff Barron, 21, from Chapel Hill, 
said the best thing was going to a 
wakeboarding tournament. 

Sonography major Carmen 
Malcolm, 25, from Whitehouse, lives 
in an apartment and has a grant to help 


her pay for college. She works on cam¬ 
pus in the Pirtle Technology Center 
about 18 hours a week. Malcolm said 
getting back to school was normal, but 
going to a web-class orientation and 
not having the teacher show up was the 
worst thing that happened to her. 

Chemistry major Torian Johnson, 
20, from Nacogdoches, lives off cam¬ 
pus in an apartment and works at Foot- 
locker in the mall. He gets by on 20-30 
of work per week to add on to his 
school work. His only trouble was re¬ 
membering that the first day of classes 
was a Tuesday and not Monday. 
Johnson said the best thing that hap¬ 
pened to him was that his room mate 
payed their bills. 

Brandon Morris, 19, from 
Daingerfield which is near Mount 
Pleasant, majors in pre-vet science. He 
live alone in Shiloh Road Apartments 
and his parents pay for his education at 
TJC. He just started waiting tables at 
Mercado's Mexican Restaurant in Tyler 
a couple nights a week. 

Morris said the best thing 
that him was getting his new job 
so he would have some extra 
spending money. The worst thing 


continued on page 3 
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What's was the best Valentine's Day you've had? 




-Shannon Sherwood, 
"My boyfriend got me 
flowers last year, it 
was a surprise because 
he usually forgets 
everything else." 



-Casey Kennedy, "In 


second grade we made 
the little hearts with 
construction paper and 
everybody passed out 
valentines to each other." 



-Nick Kennedy, 

"When I was 14, it was 
the first time feeling 
loveydovey with a 
girl. It was my first 
serious date." 



year I got a dozen 
roses, a grumpy 
stuffed animal and a 
diamond necklace 
from my boyfriend." 
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Black history reminds us 

Americans must never cease 
to take advantage of freedom 

Gayle Jenkins 
Staff Writer 


During February, black history is recognized. It is 
more important than ever to recognize the struggle and 
triumph that blacks endured for the privileges we have 
today. Today we have the freedom to go into any 
restaurant we please, drink from any water fountain 
and best of all, we get to attend college freely without 
having the National Guard escort us. We must never 
forget the people that died for this freedom. Don’t take 
it for granted. When we look at all the photos that 
symbolize the struggle, for instance, the fire depart¬ 
ment hosing down blacks and the infamous American 
flag stabbing, we must never cease to take advantage of 
every freedom that we have. 


Nowadays, we see some people living below the pov¬ 
erty line and they blame it on the system. Did Oprah say 
that? Did Maya Angelou say that? What about all the black 
educators, lawyers and doctors who have come from 
nothing and are now respectable citzens of our society? Do 
the people who live in poverty just not get it? Not only is 
freedom alright, it is also a choice to exercise that freedom. 

We commend all who choose to get a higher education, 
for education is freedom, knowledge is power and fat meat 
is greasy! We have the freedom to get wherever we want 
to in life. All we have to do is believe that we can achieve 
anything and that all things are possible. 
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Some first week campus observa¬ 
tions — not all of us really know all 
there is to know about plain old com¬ 
mon sense. Allow me to point out the 
obvious. 

Though the stairs have a certain 
appeal because of their ideal lumbar 
support, they are not chairs or beds. 
The most beneficial use of stairs is 
assisting with vertical ascent and de¬ 
scent. 

Though attractive people attend 
TJC, Walking down the sidewalk 
should not feel like “Soul Train.” One 
should not need to check if they have 
food on their face walking from one 


class to the next. It is not polite to stare. 

About sidewalks, just walk on the 
right side, literally. Walking on the left 
side of the sidewalk is almost like driv¬ 
ing in the wrong lane — you might get 
run over. 

We all touch the same door handles, 
desks and other surfaces, so please wash 
your hands after you use the bathroom. 
Even the paper towel dispenser pro¬ 
vides a a friendly reminder. ~ 

We are not all enrolled in algebra, 
but we all know that sitting on the steps 
of any TJC building is not 50 feet away. 
Being this near to a building is fine 
unless you have a lighted cigarette in 
hand. Our lungs say thank you. 

For those who need to sit down or 
sleep, several locations are designated: 


second floor of Rogers Student Center, 
picnic tables and benches, The Java 
Cup and Vaughn Library. If you have 
a tendency to snore, your car is prob¬ 
ably the best choice. 

All of us are desperate for a parking 
spot. Once you have successfully 
reached your car, please don’t redo 
your make-up, check all your voicemail 
or look through your stack of 200 CDs. 
Please move along because someone is 
waiting for that parking spot —just as 
you did earlier. 

Most students do know and prac¬ 
tice these simple life principles. But to 
those of you who don’t, I’m just telling 
you “what yo momma shoulda toldya.” 
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Tutoring rewards student with success 


Bryan would encourage all students to be 
tutored. "It can make a difference between a 
C or an A and an F or a C,” Bryan said. 


by Casie Moreland 
page editor 

The first day of school is one of 
confusion. After finding a parking 
spot, wandering around campus and 
finally getting to the classroom, 
Rodney Bryan, 35, a forestry major 
from Tyler, takes a deep breath and 
steps inside. Everyone is quiet. Some 
look up while others go through their 
notebooks acting as if they have some¬ 
thing to do. He takes his seat. Bryan 
has not sat in a classroom for 17 years. 
For students right out of high school, 
it’s just another campus with more 
people and new teachers, for Bryan 
it’s a “..whole new world.” 

Usually halfway through the se¬ 
mester parking becomes easier be¬ 
cause some students have dropped their 
courses. Going to class has become 
routine and there is no longer the awk¬ 
wardness of the first day. “It wasn’t 


easy and it took a lot of getting use to, 
but I love school now,” Bryan said. 

Bryan is a full-time student. He 
took the Compass test before school 
started and, like many students, was 
placed in Math 0301. A few weeks into 
the semester a problem arose for Bryan 
in this course. “Things just weren’t 
clicking,” Bryan said. He knew that 
TRIO had a tutoring program on cam¬ 
pus that paid for three hours of tutoring 
a week. He immediately tried to con¬ 
tact a tutor who worked for TRIO. 
After a few phone calls and a lot of 
waiting he found Hosrof Komurcu, a 


31-year-old business major from 
Istanbul, Turkey. Komurcu has been a 
tutor since the fall semester started. 

“Rodney was very enthusiastic, con¬ 
sistent and willing to learn,” Komurcu 
said. Bryan attended tutoring sessions 
three hours a week and studied at home. 
By mid-semester some noticeable 
changes were made. “Rodney was a 
faster problem solver and sometimes 
needed no help,” Komurcu said. 

Bryan was so diligent in his studies 
that he covered most of the subjects 
faster than the curriculum and took his 
final before the semester was over. 


“Together, Hos and I managed to 
conquer it. Hos was a very thorough 
tutor,” Bryan said. Even though he 
was done with his course, Bryan went 
on to study Math 0302. 

Bryan would encourage all stu¬ 
dents to be tutored. “It can make a 
difference between a C or an A and an 
F or a C,” Bryan said. 

Bryan will be tutored again next 
semester and believes that it will not 
only help in Math 0302, but for math 
classes to come as well. “The tutoring 
has helped me get grounded with the 
basics, and that will impact my math 
skills for other classes down the road.” 
Bryan said. 

firyan completed one semester of 
college and plans on continuing until 
he receives his degree in forestry. 

“I give all the credit to Jesus,” 
Bryan said. 


Best/Worst 

continued from Page 1 

was being late for one of his 
classes. 

Jessie Fanning, 19, an Alba 
native, majors in secondary 
education. For three months, 
Fanning has waited tables 35 
tp 40 hours a week at Chili’s 
Restaurant. He got lost on the 
campus his first day of class 
but had no other problems. 

Fanning said the best thing 
that happened to him his first 
week was meeting new people. 
The worst thing was a fellow 
employee who was supposed 
to take over his shift for him 
didn’t show up, so he was writ¬ 
ten up for being late. 

WazirMaolud, 18, a native 
of Atlanta, Ga., is attending 
TJC this semester on scholar¬ 
ship. He said his first week 
went very smoothly. 

His best experience thus far, 
Maol ud said, was his great foot¬ 


ball practice. His only com¬ 
plaint was having to get up 
early each morning. 

Kevis Shipman, 20, is ma¬ 
joring in business management. 
Fortunately, he also had a pleas¬ 
ant start to the semester, with 
“no problems at all.” 

Shipman's best experience 
in the first week of school was 
winning the basketball game 
against Kilgore. His worst ex¬ 
perience was scoring only eight 
points in one game. 

Kris Peters, 20, from Bos¬ 
ton, has more than classes on 
his mind. His favorite thing 
about TJC so far is the weight 
room. “Majoring in sports 
medicine,” he said, “it is im¬ 
portant to get as much experi¬ 
ence in the field as possible.” 

Walking shoes are always 
a necessity at here. Pre-med 
major Chris Lawson, 19, from 
Harleton,does not particularly 
enjoy the amount of walking 
required between classes, es¬ 


pecially in the cold weather. 
He lives in an apartment off 
campus with two new room¬ 
mates and is employed at Cir¬ 
cuit City. 

Chiropractics major Chase 
Holliday, 20, from San Anto¬ 
nio lives on campus and has a 
scholarship to pay for college. 

The best moment of his first 
week was when he received 
his national tennis champion¬ 
ship ring, a valuable award. 
The worst thing was his back 
pain which kept him out of 
practice. 

Tennis tech major Thomas 
Ostenson, 20, from Atlanta, 
Ga., lives on campus. His par¬ 
ents pay for college. He does 
not work, has no problems and 
encountered no difficulty find¬ 
ing classes. 

The best thing that hap¬ 
pened to him was eating pea¬ 
nut butter sandwiches in his 
room instead of the cafeteria 
food. The worst thing not be¬ 
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ing able to sleep due to music 
being played at high volumes 
all day, 

Business major Chad 
Clark, 19, from Garland said 
the best thing about going back 
to school is just that, because 
there was nothing to do at 
home. He didn’t have much 
trouble finding his classes. 

Ashley Taylor, 19. from 
Mesquite, attends TJC on 
scholarship. She said she was 
glad school started because she 
had nothing to do at home. She 
had lost her books so she would 
need more money. 

Tyler native Bryan 
Reynolds, 19, works at Pizza 
Hut approximately 35 hours a 
week. He elected on his own to 
attend this semester and his 
parents pay for his education. 

He had no problems find¬ 
ing classes. 

He began the semester with 


three phone numbers, which is 
the best thing that happened to 
him because he was lonely. 
The worst thing will continue - 
the “rise and shine” classes 
early in the morning. He is not 
looking forward to waking up 
early, but is excited about ev¬ 
erything else and feels it will 
all go smoothly. 

Psychology major Sarah 
Stokes, 19, from Tyler, said 
the best thing to her is she can 
stay on her parents’ insurance 
because she is a student. The 
worst thing is that she suffered 
from a bad migraine. 

Jordan Beene, Angela Berry, 
ColeBowen, Dusty Clayton, 
Matthieu Chanard, Wesley 
Hayden, Jeremy Laningham, 
Pete Neal, Sarah Newburn, 
Rachel Pearson, Jonathan 
Pritchard and Chrissy 
Reneau contributed to this 
story. 
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student discovers American culture 


by Aaron May 
page editor 

Holiday seasons in the 
United States usually mean 
spending time with family and 
taking a well-earned break 
from school. But for interna-’ 
tional students at TJC and 
across the nation, home is not 
right next door. Students travel 
here from all over the world to 
pursue higher education and a 
better life. Hironari Kurata is 
one such student. 

Kurata, a freshmen physics 
major from Kanagawa Prefec¬ 


ture in Japan, spent Thanksgiv¬ 
ing far from home. Kurata has 
been in America for a year and 
a half, enrolled for three semes¬ 
ters at Kilgore College before 
he transferred to TJC in Au¬ 
gust, 2003. He misses most his 
family and familiar food. 

Kurata carries a photo of his 
grandparent’s home taped to the 
cover of his pocket translator 
which he uses for classes. The 
picture shows a typical Japa¬ 
nese house with a rice field in 
the foreground and mountains 
in the distance. His favorite 
Japanese food is rice and Miso 


soup made with soy beans. 

Making the choice to come 
to America was the biggest 
challenge in coming to study 
here, he said. He is one of two 
students from his high school 
graduating class who decided 
to study in the United States 
instead of going to Japanese 
universities like most other 
classmates. The other stu¬ 
dent attends the University of 
Texas at Arlington. 

One of Kurata’s best ex¬ 
periences in the U.S. came 
when he was shopping at a 
dollar store in Kilgore. Un¬ 


aware that they only accepted 
cash, Kurata tried to write a 
check for his $3 purchase. He 
only had $ 1 in cash, so and was 
unsure how he would pay for 
his items. Then a man in line 
offered to pay for him. Kurata 
said he was very grateful and 
happy to see such nice people 
in America. 

Taking classes has been 
more of a challenge because of 
the language barrier, Kurata 
said. He understands most ba¬ 
sic vocabulary, but has trouble 
with the “jargon” Americans 
use and with other specific 


phrases associated with course 
work. This can make it diffi¬ 
cult to follow lectures. Kurata 
uses a pocket translator which 
displays the words in both En¬ 
glish and Japanese characters. 

Kurata went home to Japan 
for winter break. He celebrated 
his birthday on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas with his family. 
The bad thing about being bom 
on Christmas Eve is he gets 
only one present. He believes 
his parents planned it that way. 


Spaces remain for faculty-led spring travel 


by Aaron May 
page editor 

Spring trip to Mexico 
needs more travelers 

i 

The foreign language 
department’s trip to Cancun, 
Mexico needs more travelers. 
John Hays, foreign language 
department ctiair, said at least 
10 participants must register 
for the trip to continue as sched¬ 
uled. Only three have paid so 
far. 

Travelers will visit three 
locations in the Yucatan Pen¬ 
insula where they will experi¬ 
ence different eras of Mexican 
civilization. 

“The Yucatan Peninsula is 
known for it’s beautiful scen¬ 
ery and beaches as well as rem¬ 
nants of ancient Mexican Cul¬ 
ture,” Hays said. 

On their first stop, travelers 
will see colonial Mexican cul¬ 
ture in Merida. Next, they will 
visit remnants of ancient 
Mayan civilizations in Chichen 
Itza’. 

“This is the history they 
wrote, not what we wrote for 
them,” Hays said. 

Finally, they will arrive in 
Isla Mujeres where they can 
enjoy shopping snorkeling or 


hanging out at the beach. 

The trip costs $775 and in¬ 
cludes hotels, travel and other 
scheduled costs. The deadline 
for registration is March 15 and 
full payment is due at that time. 
The trip is open to anyone. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Hays at 903-510-2457 or 
by e-mail atjhay@tjc.edu. 
wrote, not what we wrote for 
them,” Hays said. 

No vacancies remain 
for Hawaii trip 

The TJC performing group’s 
trip to Hawaii during spring 
break is full. Brian Turman, 
purchasing and central services 
director, said 328 people are set 
to go March 6-13. 

Travelers include the 
Apache marching and jazz 
bands, Apache Belles, A capella 
Choir, Harmony and Under¬ 
standing and friends, family and 
fellow students. 

These groups will perfom 
for the troops at Pearl Harbor 
Naval Base and Schoffield 
Army Base. Cheryl Rogers, 
managing director of the fine 
and performing arts department, 
said this is the first time sol¬ 
diers have been deployed from 
Hawaii to a wartime conflict 
since World War II. 


New York Theater 
trip remains open 

Space is still available for 
the June 8-12 trip to New York 
hosted by the theater depart¬ 
ment. According to Dr. David 
Crawford, chair of the speech 
and theater department, there 
are 19 participants going so 
far and still room for about 10 
more. 

Participants will tour New 
York’s theater district, 
Rockefeller Center and other 
famous sites as well as par¬ 
ticipate in workshops hosted 
by New York professionals 
and TJC alumni. Sessions will 
be over a range of subjects 
from acting to screen design. 
Crawford said They will also 
attend several Broadway pro¬ 
ductions such as “Wicked” 
which is the back story of the 
witches from the “Wizard of 
Oz.” He also said that better 
seating arrangements at the 
shows can be made for those 
who register early. 

Trip prices range from 
$ 1 , 182 for quad occupancy to 
$1,621 for single occupancy. 


A deposit of at least $200 is 
required to reserve space on 
the trip. The deadline for sign¬ 
ing up is May 4 and full pay¬ 
ment for the trip is due on that 
day. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Crawford at 903-510-2678. 

Ttirkey travel can 
accommodate more 

Room is still available for 
The March 5-14 trip to western 
Turkey. Government Instruc¬ 
tor Dr. Manouchehr 
Khosrowshahi will lead the trip. 
“Fifteen are signed up so far 
and there is still room for more,” 
Khosrowshahi said. 

The group will meet on Feb. 
7 to discuss trip details such as 
Turkish history and culture and 
trip etiquette. Travelers will 
have time for question and an¬ 
swer at the end as well. 

The current negative media 
coverage of the Middle East 
has not affected their plans, but 
has affected the response, 
Khosrowshahi said. In his opin¬ 
ion, Turkey is safer than down¬ 
town Dallas or Houston. 

Khosrowshahi said space is 


limited, but he will take appli¬ 
cations until the trip is full. The 
trip costs $1875 and TJC stu¬ 
dents will receive a $100 dis¬ 
count. “The price will remain 
the same unless the airline 
changes its rates,” 
Khosrowshahi said. 

Contact Khosrowshahi at 
903-510-2279 or at 
mkho@tjc.edu for more infor¬ 
mation. 
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